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SUMMER BIBLE STUDY 
 

After requests from a number of the 
members of the congregation, 
Wednesday night Bible Study  

will continue.  
 

The Study will meet on Wednesday eve-
nings at 7:00 pm. 

 
The study has not been chosen as of this date 

So what the Circuit Rider and bulletin for more information.  
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Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made him both Lord and Messiah,  

this Jesus whom you crucified.  
Acts 2:36  



 

 

 
Greetings from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
To the people of Asbury UMC for whom I continue to pray each 
day.  I have news for us which came to me much as God  
spoke to His people down through the ages.  God is in the midst of doing great things 
at College and Blanding. 
 
God has not spoken to me not as a prophet, but I do feel God is answering prayers in a 
mighty way.  I believe God is preparing His house of worship to welcome new folks and 
at the same time is calling us to be a more faithful, spirit filled people. 
 
As construction begins and discussing continue, there is a feeling of Godôs Will pulling 
us foreword. Do we know where God is leading? Not exactly.   
 
In the story of Pentecost, the apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit and sent out into 
the world to tell the Good News of Jesus the Messiah.  They had learned just enough of 
the ministry of Jesus and with the leadership of the Holy Spirit they went. 
 
Besides the structural improvements and welcoming station, we cannot forget our rela-
tionship with the Lord.  If we invite folks to come, worship and be welcomed, we must 
be ready to offer the Holy Spirit.  We must show we love the Lord and are attempting to 
live as Christ has shown us.  We cannot be luke warm Christians, because of the love 
of God we need to be on fire.  Our lives need to reflect the deepness of our relationship 
with the Almighty and a commitment to the ministry of Jesus in the announcing of the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
I pray that each of us take any and all opportunities to grow in our spiritual life so we 
can reclaim the flame in our passionate  and faithfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Pease, 

 
Rick 

 

PENTECOST 
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 
I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered their time to our 
music program this spring.  You come week after week to serve God 
with your dedication, time and talent and it is greatly appreciated.    
 
The Asbury Bells and Chancel Choir continue to grow.  We added a new 
member to each group this spring.  The Chancel Choir performed òThe 
Sacrificeó on Easter Sunday.    It was a powerful and uplifting account of 
the last days of Christ and was enjoyed by all!   
 
Although, Childrenõs Choir is now over until the fall, the children worked hard week after 
week to learn their music and I know are ready for rehearsals to start back.  We had 10 chil-
dren this year in the Childrenõs Choir and are hoping for even more next year.  Special thanks 
to Kerri Gochnour for helping week after week with the Childrenõs Choir. 
 
Summer will soon be upon us and the music groups of the church will be taking a short break.  
We will be having soloist singing and playing special music until rehearsals start back in Au-
gust.   
 
Please continue to pray for the growth of our music programs, they are so important to our 
church.  Also look in your heart and pray about becoming a member of one of these groups 
in the fall.  If you have any question concerning, Childrenõs Choir, Asbury Bells or Chancel 
Choir please do not hesitate to ask.  Looking forward to seeing you in the Fall. 
 
In Christõs name we serve, 
Bobbie 

A New Spirituality Group Forming 
 

Wednesday Mornings 

10:00 a.m.  

will begin  meeting the middle of June.  

 

If you want a deeper  

relationship with God  

be apart of this group.  

Watch the bulletin and  

newsletter for details  



 

 

Historically, giving follows cycles.  Holidays (Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas) and first Sundays of the 
month are generally more.  Months with 5 weeks tend to be better months (but rarely 25% better as 
weekly giving continues to lag our need).  Spring and Summer months trend low, but Fall months trends 
higher.  This year is especially challenged with our national economy affecting financial issues, not just 
nationally but locally (e.g. unemployment, cost of living and other economic factors). 
 
Summary of expenses: Operating Expenses are planned annually, periodically updated and managed 
daily.  Our expected expenses for 2010 were estimated at over $360,671 (over 55% of our expenses are 
staff compensation).  Our expenses for the year: 
  Jan:     $29,657 
  Feb:    $30,064 
  Mar:    $36,298 
  Qtr Total:   $96,019 
 
Summary:  In May, we are in the traditional lean months of the year.  Further, the continued national 
economic situation has fiscally challenged our congregant members -- less are giving more, and more are 
giving less.  This directly affects our ministry resources.  Our income is falling behind.  This is and will 
continue to affect our ministry.  This trend affects our ability to meet expenses.  As we are subject to the 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳŎπ
ŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΧ ōǳǘ 
again his from his inspiration through us. 
 
Serving in Christ 
Karl Voigt 
Finance Chair 

Birthdays  
 
05/01 Rose holley 
 Laure; Laustau 
05/03 Michael Hrisko 
O5/05 D.Stidman 
05/07 Rebecca Wilcox 
05/10 Morris Chesser 
05//13 Rick Baker 
05/15 Carole Gowder 
05/18 Ruth Casias 
05/19 Norman Loeffeler 
05/22 Jill Wills 
05/28 Hernando Andone 
 Richard Dowell 
05/30 Hazel Ryan 
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05/01 Rose Holley 
 Laure; Laustau 
05/03 Michael Hrisko 
O5/05 D.Stidman 
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05/15 Carole Gowder 
05/18 Ruth Casias 
05/19 Norman Loeffeler 
05/22 Jill Wills 
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 Richard Dowell 
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ANNIVERSARIES  
 
05/03 Betty & Ray Longino  
05/04 Suzanne &Richard  

Artman -Kraft  
05/06 Amy & D. stidam  
 Billie & George Wilcox  
05/07 Tammy & Keith Miller  
05/09 Lyssa & Mark Thomas  
05/16 Paulette & Larry Hinken  
05/17 Faye & Bob Story  
05/24 Kim & Alen Morrison  
05/25 Reva & William Fogleman  
05/31 Carol & John Vissaggio  
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SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE 

REPORTS  

The Trustees have been busy.  Repairs and maintenance continued to 
be addressed.  Work has begun to enclose the breezeway between Farr Hall 
and the Sanctuary.   

The Missions Committee is focusing on a different mission opportunity 
each quarter of 2010.   

 
Our summer project is the feeding of those in our neighborhood.  The 

State of Florida does have a program, but many people cannot get to the 
different locations.  If you can help please talk with Terry Twedt (416-6336, 
drtwedt@twedts.com) or Dave Borders(276-3637, 
aborder2003@Yahoo.com) 

. 
We would like to thank everyone for their response to the call for hygiene 

kits.  

 

TEACHERS NEEDED  
 
We will be having 2 children's Sunday School classes the summer 
moths and need teachers.  June, July and August.  Pick 1 or 2 or all 3 
months if you are able.  There will be material provided. One class 
will be pre-K through 2nd grade and the another class will be 3rd 
through 6th grade.  I have had one teen volunteer, but we really 
need teachers so the folks who have taught through the school year 
can have a break and come back refreshed!  Please contact Kerry at 
lippie@bellsouth.net or 26-1412. 



 

 

Publicity  

WORKING TOGETHER  

FOR THE KINGDOM  

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

 
A new crew is needed 

to assist in the  
Office one or two days a 

week. 
If you can help contact 

Cheryle (272-0110) 
 

ReThink Church Is Recruiting Greeters...and Rethinking Sunday  

 

March and April were busy months for the ReThink Church team. The "Just Ask" cart was 

completed in time for Palm Sunday and has been in service before and after most 

church services since then. We will be recruiting our Greeters in the month of May, so 

anyone that is looking for a way to serve can talk to a greeter on any Sunday for infor-

mation.  

 

RTC presented a plan to the Administrative Council in April to rearrange our Sunday 

schedule. This plan was developed at the request of the Admin Council to find ways to 

improve the Sunday morning experience at our church. Council members will be voting 

on this plan in May and want your input. Information is available at the "Just Ask" cart on 

Sunday morning. (Note that the "Ask Me" cart will be an important source of information 

in the future at Asbury, so stop by often to see what's new!)  

 

The ReThink Church team meets monthly with the Worship, Evangelism, and Missions 

Committees to examine everything do at Asbury to serve the Lord so we can find ways 

to improve it by reaching more people with the resources we have.  

 

If you are a good handy person, there 

is work to be done around the church.  

Touching  up the stained wood work 

in the in the narthex;  some re -

painting and a little wallpapering; 

beautifying the outside of our build-

ing; work around the gazebo.  It is all 

those things that never seem to get 

done.  Talk to Pastor Rick.  
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Apportionments:  Apportionments define our participation in the UMC.  We contribute to the 
UMC projection of ministry locally, nationally and globally.  Generally, our obligation has been 
about 8-10% of our overall planned expenditures.  We approach apportionments as a decisive 
part of our ministry -- on par with salaries and mortgage.  We ensure payment, in full, by years 
end.  As many churches are unable to pay their full portion, for at least the past 6 years AUMC 
has consistently paid 100% of our obligation and we are on track to continue this in 2010. 
 
Summary of income:  Over 94% our income comes from one source ς gifts, tithes and offer-
ings.  These gifts enable the ministry we are called to do.  When this fades so does our ability 
to minister with these resources -- thus parts of our ministry do not get done.  Our $369,000 
Expenditure Plan (revised 12 Apr 10) requires $6,936 per week.  The table below shows our 
income when we met that need, and when not: 

Date Actual Inc Needed Inc Difference 

4-Jan $7,347 $6,936 $411 

10-Jan $5,520 $6,936 ($1,416) 

27-Jan $9,274 $6,936 $2,338 

24-Jan $4,946 $6,936 ($1,990) 

31-Jan $6,044 $6,936 ($892) 

Jan Total $33,130 $34,680 ($1,550) 

        

7-Feb $8,659 $6,936 $1,723 

14-Feb $6,258 $6,936 ($678) 

21-Feb $4,009 $6,936 ($2,927) 

28-Feb $5,304 $6,936 ($1,632) 

Feb Total $24,231 $27,744 ($3,513) 

        

7-Mar $9,707 $6,936 $2,771 

14-Mar $7,449 $6,936 $513 

21-Mar $5,107 $6,936 ($1,829) 

28-Mar $4,062 $6,936 ($2,874) 

Mar Total $26,324 $27,744 ($1,419) 

1st Qtr Total $83,685 $90,168 ($6,483) 



 

 

Asbury, 
 
This month I am reporting on our finances for the first 2010 Quarter.  There is much 
information and I hope to not overwhelm, but inform.  Although a Church, the Fi-
nance Committee looks at AUMC as a business -- ǿƘƻǎŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
ministry thru Christ.  In the process of executing this mission, we have many ex-
penses and certainly, profits are not part of our business plan, but having expenses 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
manage daily.  I discuss our financial state in the following narrative. 

 
Mortgage Performance :  We have a mortgage (Education Building).  From inception, the 

Finance Committee has sought the best loan terms.  To this end we refinanced about 5 
years ago to reduce interest rates and payments when markets allowed.  Over the years we 
have paid down the principle either on or ahead of schedule.  We currently pay the mini-
mum.  At this writhing: 

Balance remaining : $248,851.99. 
Monthly payment: $3,522. 

8 years, 2 months (98 payments) remain 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
  
We would like to thank all of the members of  Asbury that attended the 
Wednesday Night Dinners for making it  such a success.  
We had between 50 to 70 members that attended each week.  We would 
also like to thank all the people who helped us clean up the kitchen and 

dinning area after the dinners were served.   
  
The Wednesday Night Dinners will start up again in the fall.  
  

God Bless You All. 

Frank Renard, Suzanne Artman-Kraft and Larry and Linda DeRosia 

ARE YOU PART OF THE PRAYER CHAIN?  
Would you like to part of those who prayer for specific requests 
and general request of those in our congregation and others.  
The prayer requests are shared by telephone or email.   
 
If you have questions or would like to be part  of the network 
contact Carol Visaggio  777 -2875 or vissaggio@bellsouth.net) 
for more information.  
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HANDS AND FEET 

YOUTH GROUP 

 
Greetings Asbury and Happy May! I hope you all had a 

wonderful Easter week. I know mine was quite busy. With 

several midweek services to attend as well as our Easter 

Cantata my schedule was pretty packed. Our youth helped 

out with our church's annual Easter Egg hunt as well. Luckily 

Spring Break followed directly afterward.  

 Coming up this month our youth group will be at-

tending Youthquake Live on Friday the 7 th at New Life Chris-

tian Fellowship in Jacksonville. If your interested in chaperon-

ing please call me. The following day we will be volunteering some time with the 

Clothes Closet's annual food sorting drive at St. Catherine's Catholic Church here in 

Orange Park. I'd like to encourage everyone from our church to come and support 

this event because it's an easy way to donate some of your time and give back to our 

community right here in Orange Park. Sunday, May 9 th is Mother's Day and I would like 

to personally say thank you to all the mom's out there. Keep up the good work! We will 

not be having youth group that night so that the kids can stay home and cook dinner 

for their mothers. Youth bible study will also be cancelled the following Wednesday 

the 12 th. 

 Well that's all for this month. I hope everybody has a great May. Summer and 

the end of school are right around the corner so kids hang in there just a little bit 

longer and parents get ready.  
 

Exodus 20:12 Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your 
God is giving you. 
 
-Mike Greenlee  

We need some information!  
Library Questionnaire  

 
1.  In the last 12 months, how many times have you used the Church Library?  
2.  Do you feel there is a need for a Church Library?  
You may respond by telephone (272 -�����������H�[�W�����������5�L�F�N�Ù�V���%�O�R�J���D�W���D�V��
buryunited.org  
Or rjenks@asburyunited.org.  Only signed messages will be included in this 


