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Clay County Habitat for Humanity  

 

Asbury has long been associated with the Clay County Habitat for Humanity, providing 

volunteers to work on construction projects, providing lunches at the various worksites, 

entertaining college  students here on spring break volunteering to build a home, and 

individuals serving as mentors to partner families or serving on committees and the 

Board of Directors. 

 

Habitat has built 123 homes in Clay County, providing opportunity and realization of safe, decent and 

affordable homes for low income familiesïone family at a time. This is not a charity program. Families 

must have an income of at least $1500/month, make a commitment to put in 250 hours (single person) or 

500 hours (family) of sweat equity working on a home and later on their own home. This requirement 

helps the person to understand what it means to be a partner family and it teaches them skills needed to 

build and maintain a home. During the 1-2 years it takes from application until home completion, a part-

ner family has a mentor to provide help, friendship and encouragement. 

 

Opportunities are provided to learn money management, home maintenance, and other life skills. Clay 

County Habitat for Humanity welcomes inquiries for applications. Pam Partridge, Volunteer Coordinator, 

welcomes calls to participate in  a workday ï Tuesday-Saturday every week. She can be reached at 282-

7590. 
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It's that time again!! 
The Annual Asbury UMC Easter Egg Hunt 

SEE INSIDE 



 

 

Many more years ago than I want to mention, I was a first year seminarian who even then 
thought he knew so much.  The first Sunday in Advent I chose ñChrist the Lord Is Risen Todayò 
as our first hymn.  Right after church Corky Doster, one of the characters in the community, 
came up to me and said, ñThey must not be teaching you very much at that seminary in Wash-
ington first, donôt let them ruin you, and besides, everybody knows you sing that hymn only on 
Easter Sunday.ò Iôm sure I was not or am not the only one who sings ñChrist the Lord Is Risen 
Todayò during other times of the year.  Just as in many congregations,  something very old was 
seen as new and different by this small country church. 
 
That September I had just gone back to full-time seminary, and I was serving three churches. It 
might sound a little cumbersome, and it was.  How were these three little churches going to sur-
vive without me, the PASTOR?  You might be surprise at the movement of the Holy Spirit who 
led the congregation and as God called gifted people.  The church caught the Spirit which - had 
been ignored for years.  They remembered God had called them together for one purpose to 
bring people to God through Jesus Christ.  When things began to turn around you could see  the 
Holy Spirit coming alive. They did not need new electronics, they didnôt need to know the latest 
in worship style for that small group (a group which included Corky Doster) and they not need 
me as their Pastor.  The flames were dancing over their heads and passion was returning to this 
small congregation. They had heard God.  They obeyed.  
 
I have seen small flickers of flames and felt the contagious atmosphere coming alive right here 
at Asbury. The same Spirit is moving among the folks called to serve in this congregation. Just 
since the time I  have been here at Asbury it is thrilling to watch the passion returning as it 
spreads to others in the church. It becomes clear they too have been touched by the excitement 
of Godôs action in our midst.  
 
God is calling us to do a new thing. Our responsibility is to listen, hear, and obey the Will of God.  
We have been called to this corner in Orange Park. Now we need to rediscover the passion and 
power that came to us over a hundred years ago at a little church in Doctorôs Inlet.  
 
With the help of our God,  we have begun the journey. 
 
So watch out! 
 
Pastor Rick 

Easter People 
The September We Sang  

ñChrist the Lord Is Risen Todayò 
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April Showers  
 

 Happy April, Asbury! I hope you all had a wonderful March 

and enjoyed the spring weather. Hands and Feet youth group just 

finished up a four week series on friendships during the month of 

March. We also had a blast assisting the church during our church 

workday. Ok, I'll be honest. As I'm writing this, I don't know for sure 

that we had a blast, because it hasn't happened yet. But I'm sure 

we will/did. The youth group also assisted the church by stuffing 

Easter eggs for our annual Easter egg hunt.  

 Speaking of Easter, it's coming up this month and I'm sure 

everyone at Asbury is excited. I'm really looking forward to this 

year's sunrise service. Also coming up this month, the youth group 

will be attending Youthquake Live at the St. Augustine Amphithea-

ter on Friday, April 9 th, from 8 until 10. The topic of this month's show 

is òDrenchedó. This one's a little farther away than normal so we'll 

be meeting a little earlier 6pm and arriving a little later probably 

not earlier than 11pm. If anyone would like to help chaperone 

please give me a call or shoot me an email.  

 Spring break is also right around the corner, and I'll be plan-

ning some outings to get the kids out of the house during their time 

off (you're welcome parents). Keep an eye on our church website 

and the Hands and Feet Facebook page for details. That's all for 

now. I hope everyone has a great Easter!  

 

 

Mt 28:7 NIV Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ñHe has 

risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see him.ò Now I have told you. 

 

-Mike Greenlee  
 



 

 

The Annual Asbury UMC 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday April 3, 2010 

2:00 pm 

 
Volunteers and donations are needed.   

If you would like to volunteer or donate goodies,  
please contact Chelle at 904 -477-1391 

 
This event always proves to be a wonderful time for all  

Involved, and the kids like it too.  

 

Easter Flower Cross  
Donõt forget to bring some of your Easter flow-

ers or perhaps some that are growing in your year 

yard.  You can also pick up a small bouquet at one 

of the local stores. Then come and help decorate 

the cross.  

 

The flowered cross is beautiful and many people 

usually have a photo or even a family photo using 

the cross as a background.  
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SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE 

REPORTS FROM THE MARCH 15TH 

AD COUNCIL  

The Committee on Finance shared the present financial numbers for 
January and February.  Chairman Karl Voigt  stated a financial report for the 
first quarter will be in the May newsletter. 

 
Further discussion dealt with our savings account and investment account 

so we can get back to 40 % fixedð60% variable. 
 
We will start working to develop our 2011 spending plan early in the fall. 

The Trustees have been busy.  Repairs and maintenance continued to 
be addressed.  A divider wall has been built in the sanctuary to hide all the 
electronics.  Plans are almost complete to enclose the breezeway between 
Farr Hall and the Sanctuary.  With the help of the United Methodist Men, a 
new engine has been installed in our church bus. A clean up day was held on 
March 27 with approximately 25 members pitching in to spruce up the  facili-
ties. 

The Missions Committee is focusing on a different mission opportunity 
each quarter of 2010.   

 
Our summer project is the feeding of those in our neighborhood.  The 

State of Florida does have a program, but many people cannot get to the 
different locations.  If you can help please talk with Terry Twedt (416-6336, 
drtwedt@twedts.com). 

 
The fall focus is Habitat for Humanity. We were privileged to have a 

group of college kids from Penn State and Wake Forest in Middleburg 
working on a Habitat for Humanity house.  During their spring break they 
came to join us on Wednesday night at the church and then ate at three 
membersô homes during their stay in Florida.  Pat Partridge, a coordinator for 
Clay County spoke to the need and idea of a house completely built by 
different church members in the community.  We will keep you posted on 
progress on this project. 

 
We continue to ask for hygiene kits to be given to the Mercy Network. 

We need them by Easter so letôs try and help.  Contact Dave Borders(276-
3637, aborder2003@Yahoo.com) 



 

 

Publicity  

WORKING TOGETHER  

FOR 

GODõS KINGDOM 

Can you tell me which committee is responsible for the following: 
Letting people know we are here 

Who we are 
Sharing the Good News 

Putting them at ease 
Encouraging them to come back for a second and a third time 

Make their time with us meaningful 
Come to know the love of Christ? 

 
Well, we couldnôt either.  Publicity, Evangelism, Worship and ReThinkChurch seem 
to fit together. After much discussion we believe that all four work areas have goals 
and functions which overlap. So we have banded together to get the most out of the 
resources God has given us here at Asbury. We are told we will be given all we 
need.  
 
So here we go. 

BEEN HERE AND GONE! 
If you missed worship on the 21st, you really did 
miss it.  Dan Schall was worshipping with us and 
sharing his gift of music.  He played mostly older 
hymns and gospel songs.  You could almost feel all 
the memories floating around the sanctuary and a 
few tears were shed.  
 
Between Living Truth 2 and Dan, we are hitting two 
for two inspiring  guests.  

 
By the way, both will be back next year!  
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That corporate language is echoed elsewhere in the New Testament. Peter refers to the 

church by a whole collection of collective nouns: ña chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God's own peopleò (1 Peter 2:9). The point is the same. Christians are joined to-
gether into an inseparable body, all in the name of Jesus.  

 

As John Wesley put it, ñThere is no holiness but social holiness.ò An individual Christian is a 

contradiction in terms!  
 

Jesus spent a considerable amount of time in the hours leading up to his crucifixion urging 

his followers to love one another. He tied his whole ministry with them to the calling for them 
to show that kind of love. ñLove one another,ò Jesus said. ñAs I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one an-

otherò (John 13:34, NIV).  
 

We can never possibly learn to love as Jesus loves unless we stick together.  

 
The trouble with understanding our discipleship in this corporate  way is with the individual-

ism that has taken such deep root in our culture. That same business world thatôs made up of 

corporations wants to market products to you as an individual. Consumer capitalismôs goal is 

to offer you  products that promise to meet your  needs and make you  happy.  
 

But if Godôs desire for us is to be together as a body, then that means the individualist ap-

proach to life can never  finally make us happy. It might entertain for awhile, but it canôt give 
real fulfillment.  

 

Hereôs where Covenant Discipleship (CD) can play a BIG role in helping us understand Jesusô 
intent for his church.  

 

CD Groups donôt play into the current trend to market discipleship as an attractive product 
for sale. Theyôre not about flashy programs designed to present Christianity as a self-help 

approach to life. They overturn the idea that your faith can be lived out by sitting in your liv-

ing room alone and watching a preacher on TV. And they definitely run counter to ñseeker 
sensitiveò approaches that denude discipleship of its content.  

 

Covenant Discipleship Groups are about learning what it means to be a disciple of Jesus in 

the church he has formed, where each member is responsible to the others and all commit to 
ñwatch over one another in love.ò The Scripture way of salvation is corporate; it is a calling 

for men and women to grow in grace together  as they travel the path of following Jesus.  

 
We are ultimately all members of the body of Christ. And that means that Covenant Disciple-

ship is really Covenant Discipleship, Inc.!   

 
Rev. Andrew C. Thompson is a doctoral student at Duke University in Durham, North Caro-

lina, where he focuses on Wesleyan theology and the history of early Methodism. He also 

leads Covenant Discipleship Groups for the Office of the Chaplain at Duke Divinity School. 
You can read more of Andrewôs writing at his blog: www.genxrising.com   

http://www.genxrising.com


 

 

Thursday, April 1, 2010  

7:00 pm 

Sanctuary of Asbury Church  

òBeneath  

the Upper Roomó 

Written by  

Kevin M Reese 

Directed by  

Linda Grindley  

 
 

Covenant Discipleship, Inc.  

by Andrew C. Thompson   

 
Think about how often you see this common abbreviation: �³�,�Q�F���´  
 
When we see those letters after the name of a proper noun, we know they 

stand for the word, ñIncorporated.ò The abbreviation tells us that the name 

right before it is the name of a business or company.  
 

That word ï incorporated  ï has an interesting root. In Latin, the word corpus  means ñbody.ò 

If you've ever heard the liturgy for Holy Communion in Latin, youôve probably heard the 

words of institution spoken by Jesus at the Last Supper: ñHoc est corpus meum .ò  
Or, in English: ñThis is my body.ò  

 

So ñto incorporateò means to put something together into a body. In the business world, to 
incorporate means to form a legal entity -  a corporation .  

 

Of course, ñcorporateò language has been around in Christianity a lot longer than it has in 
business. ñNow you are the body of Christ,ò the Apostle Paul tells the church, ñand individu-

ally members of itò (1 Corinthians 12:27).  
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ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL  

AD Council met on March 15, 2010. Committee reports were 
received.  A group of members was asked to serve on a commit-
tee to study the Sunday morning experience and report back to 
the council. The areas to be reviewed are all three worship ser-
vices, Sunday School, and times of fellowship. For more infor-
mation, see the committee summaries in this newsletter or go to 
our website to read the minutes from the different committees. 

THANK YOU!! 
During the second week of March, students from Penn State University and 

Wake Forest University came to Clay County to volunteer to help build a house 

�+�0�����+�&�&�.�'�$�7�4�)���9�+�6�*�����.�#�;�����1�7�0�6�;�������#�$�+�6�#�6���(�1�4�����7�/�#�0�+�6�;�T�����5�$�7�4�;�•�5���1�9�0�X�����#�.�'�+�)�*��
and Angie Sapp, Larry and Billie Jean Peeples and Paul and Esther Lee, pro-

vided meals for these students. The UMM provided dinner Wednesday evening. 

Thank you to all who helped. The students were appreciative of all of the hospi-

tality and the good food.  

NUMBERS 
 

Offering �± Feb 
Feb 7          $8,137.50 

Feb 14          $3,931.25 

Feb 21          $3,603.68 

Feb 28          $4,907.25 

TOTAL         $20,579.68 

 

Needed each week 

$6,935.98 

 

Needed each Month 

$30,055.92 

BIRTHDAYS 
04/02 Sara June Eber-
lein 
04/03 Janet Lowrie 
04/04 Barbara Merced 
 Miriam Lareau 
 Naomi Holley 
04/06 Bud Riley 
04/08 Erin Key 
 Lyssa Thomas 
04/09 Carol Visaggio 
04/11 Hannah Nichols 
04/13 David Casias 
 Nathan OôNora 
04/17 Shuana Morse 
 David Mahaney 
04/18 Glenn Ryan 
04/19 Demi Lacouture 
04/22 Keith Miller 
04/23 Hillary Wilson 
 Nathan  OôNora, 
Jr 
 Aireanna Wade 
04/26 Conner Brooks 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

04/16/ 2005 
Frank and Mary Renaud 

 
4/21/4/1073 

Donna and Dan Scott 


