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FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT 

 

As our journey through the Christian year con-

tinues, the next major season is Lent.  Lent 

begins with the observance of  Ash Wednesday, 

February 17th. Ash Wednesday is a day which 

really touches me. 

 

Besides the flames, the smoke of the burning palms there 

are so many ways our senses are touched. The sights, the 

sounds and the aroma which surrounding Ash Wednesday 

can be very moving.   

 

Ash Wednesday is also one day when we wear a visible sign 

of our faith.  The cross on our foreheads or on the back of our 

hands can be seen by all.  We are telling folks of our faith. 

People may not know it is the beginning of 40 days of prepa-

ration, but even a non-believer will know something is hap-

pening. Perhaps a question will be asked and hopefully an 

answer will be given. Ash Wednesday reminds us of who we 

are and whose we are.   

 

The day is a time to devote our lives to a deeper relationship 

with God as we can block the time to be more intentional with 

our spiritual life. Many Protestant churches are just beginning 

to encourage their members to rediscover the devotional 

paths which can be used for the journey to a deeper relation-

ship with God.  These practices are not part of the new age 

movement, but have been a part of the church's life for cen-

turies. All can lead to a deepen our spiritual life.   

 

I wish I had time in this newsletter to share with you some of 

the many ways we can go deeper, to go beyond the surface of 

our relationship with God.   

From the use of contemplative prayer to the prayer labyrinth, the 

range and settings are endless. To offer encouragement on Ash 

Wednesday, I will have, for the taking, a description of different 

practices and even a suggested schedule for the 40 days. 

 

I urge you to use this opportunity of these 40 days to work on 

your spiritual life. The goal is for each of us might know and ex-

perience the presence of God in a new and more intimate way. 

 

God's peace be with you, 

Pastor Rick 

CONFIRMATION 
The Road Show 

February 28 - March 28 (Palm Sunday) 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

This year Confirmation will be a time of  

reflecting on our faith in our relation to 

some of the other faith histories of the 

world.  In addition to the three major religious texts, the Bible; 

the Torah: the Koran; we will briefly encounter Hinduism, Bud-

dhism and Native American Black Elk. 

 

As we explore Methodism and it's place in the Christian faith. It 

is also planned for us to attend a Shabbat Service (a Jewish 

service held on Friday nights) and a Mosque. 

 

This will be a busy but interesting journey through the many 

different faith's similarities and differences. 

 

Confirmation is open to anyone who will be entering sixth grade 

in the Fall and those youth who have not earlier participated in 

Confirmation and others by permission. 

 

Confirmation is the next step in becoming a full member, a Pro-

fessing Member of the Church an important mile marker in any-

one's life. 

If you have any questions, talk with Pastor Rick. 



Children 

Per-SchoolñJudy McNee & Joanne Rutherford 

Kñ2nd GradeñWendy Tennant 

3rd and 4th gradeñSam & Jane Ward 

5th & 6th GradeñEsther Lee 

 

Teens 

 

WOWó Caf®õ Jr/Sr HighñSean Mochocki 

Youthñ Mike Greenlee 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
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Adult Classes: 

Hazel Ryan RoomñAdult Bible studies on various books of the BibleñJim Halley, Teacher 

Return to Thee RoomñDiscussion class focusing on the book of Hebrews. George Park, Teacher 

òEtcó - Jim & Debbie Hoffman, Elaine Halley. New Bookñ:óFearlessó by Max Lucado 

òPotpourrió - Contemporary class, òThe Jesus I Never Knewó by Phillip YancyñNatalie Torres, Teacher 

 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 

We need your email addresses. We will only use them for church business. 

Please send them to: asburyunited@bellsouth.net.  Or write them in on the 

attendance pads on Sunday morning. Please note that our email is also the 

best way to get information to the church office. 

 

 

Welcome Bobbie! 

 

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee is happy to an-

nounce Bobbie Jo Wilcox as our new Worship/Music Di-

rector.  We are excited to have her join our church 

staff.  Bobbie has served us well with great music in re-

cent weeks and we look forward to    hearing much more. 

Charlotte Marion 

PPR Co-Chair 



 

 

XYZõS  
Hi All, 

Just a couple of reminders.  We will meet at Gladys's Feb. 16th at 11 a.m.  The A.U.M.C. bus will leave the church promptly at 

10:35 a.m.  If you choose to be on the bus...be there promptly.  Remember parking is tight at Gladys's. 

Gladys's asked that we not bring any food, as she is planning on preparing all of it.  Now, that is very nice of her...but...we will 

pass the hat!  It's only fair seeing there will be a goodly number of us eating. 

  

We will be attending the Thrasher/Horne Theatre on March 13th for a 3 o'clock funny performance called  'THE CHURCH 

BASEMENT LADIES' Now, we were going to have our dinner at the theatre, yes they have certain plays where they have a 

buffet dinner, but the dinners are sold out...So we will go out to eat afterwards........ 

  

NOW...IMPORTANT... 

LET SUE KNOW A.S.A.P. IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND... 

PRICE IS $28.00 PER PERSON.  (AND THAT'S THE DISCOUNT PRICE)  Sue's #541-1239 

  

The money needs to be paid NOW.  No $. no ticket!   The tickets will be purchased early in Feb.  Sue has sold and collected 

money already...so get your $. and bring it on Wed. or Sunday. 
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Wonderful Wednesday Dinners  

Menu for February is as follows: 

 February 3                           February 10                          February 17      February 24 

 Burgers                               Church Pot-Luck             Ash Wednesday-No Supper     Chips 

Dogs               Chili 

Baked beans                        Elbow noodles 

Slaw                  Rice      

Jello/Fruit Cocktail                Salad  
                        Brownies 
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Hands & Feet Youth Group  

 

Well, I hope everyone has had an excellent start to the new year. 

Hands and Feet has been quite busy this first month of the year. Early 

in the month our group attended Youthquake Live. This is a monthly 

event thatõs made òby teens, for teens, to reach teensó. The group 

had a great time and I'd like to thank Karen Hume and Joy Clark for 

giving me a hand with chaperoning. Also this month the group at-

tended Winter Jam at Veterans Memorial Arena. Winter Jam is a 

yearly concert held every winter (oddly enough). There were several great Christian 

bands that played including the Newsboys, Newsong, Third Day, and Tenth Avenue 

North. In addition our youth group attended the new movie òTo Save a Lifeó. This movie 

addresses some of the serious issues that are facing our teenagers these days and fo-

cuses on how these problems can be handled from a biblical perspective.  

 Coming up on February 5th, Hands and Feet will be attending Youthquake Live. 

This month's theme will be òTrue Love Waitsó. The focus will be on God's plans for sexual 

purity in our lives. The show will be taking place at Evangel Temple in Jacksonville. If you 

have any interest in chaperoning this event then please give me a call or email me. Also 

coming up in February, the youth group will be organizing the òSouper Bowló food drive. 

We'd like to invite the congregation to bring a can of soup and a dollar as a donation for 

the Orange Park Clothes Closet. If you would like to help out, please give your donation 

to myself or a member of the youth group. The deadline for this donation is Feb 7th,       

Superbowl Sunday.  

 Speaking of Superbowl Sunday, our youth group will be hosting a Superbowl party 

on February 7 th in the church's fellowship hall. Everyone and anyone who wants to watch 

the game is invited to come. We ask that you please bring some of your favorite tailgat-

ing food for everyone to share. Kickoff is at 6:25. We hope to see you there!  

 

1 Corinthians 9:25 (CEV) Athletes work hard to win a crown that cannot last, but we do it for a crown that will last forever. 

-Mike Greenlee  

MISSIONS 

:The Life of the Church 

How is it we, the Body of Christ,  live out the call of Christ?  It is how we interact with the world around us, the mis-

sions of the church.. It is hard for everyone to see the world as God does, as one.  We get focused and say we need help 

right here and how right you are in your thinking.   

We are still faithful and help in many ways all over God's good creation.  It was magnificent how we responded and 

have continued to respond to the tragedies in Haiti and the Philippines.  

But many are correct: we do have areas of need right here in the Jacksonville area.  The difference between Haiti, the 

Philippians and locally is here we can have hands on experiences. 

What for more news on the missions front in our community. 
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SMALL GROUPS 
Why do we need small groups? 

 

So often around the church we hear, "I don't even know who they are!" and that is understandable.  

There is a way to address this road block to being a closer congregation. But with three services,  new 

people, current members and our society in general, it is difficult to take on one more thing. Yet at the 

base of any congregation is the great need to know and be known at a deeper level.  

John Wesley started Methodism as a small group ministry.  Beginning with his brother, George and 

a few friends the first group was started. As they were so methodical in the methods they used to 

maintain their relationship they became known as the Methodist.  From that point forward, the small 

group became the foundation for what we today call The United Methodist Church.  

As a Priest in the Church of England, he felt the church needed a reformation.  He felt the church 

had wandered too far from the true calling of God and he wanted to bring it back to the roots of the 

church.  Hence, the Methodist movement spread throughout England and into the colonies, all based on 

the small group model.  

Listening to many and reading books, it is apparent to me that the church and this Church needs a 

more intentional ministry of small groups in the church. 

Where else can you come with a few brother or sisters living in the same world, who are probably 

having or had many of the same situations? Where else can we go to be known and deeply loved with 

Christ as the glue that holds us together? 

If we are honest with ourselves, others and God we all have a need to be known more intimately and 

to be loved as Christ loves us.  Come and live the life God has shown to in Jesus Christ. Don't ignore 

your basic needs any longer.  Come together as God's children, grow and begin the healing of your soul. 

More information will forth coming, 

 

          TAPESTRY III   

 

                                              òMaturing Spirituallyó 

                                                Seminar on Aging 

 

                                  Keynote Speaker: Jane Marie Thibault 

                                                        Life Enrichment Center 

                                                             4991 Picciola Rd 

                   Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

                   February 26-28, 2010 

 

Copy of brochure and registration form is on table in Narthex. Sponsored by the United Methodist Conference 



02/05 Faye  Mix 02/20  Linda DeRosia 

02/08 Anna Border 02/21 Dorothy Kingsnorth 

02/10 Kim  Morrison 02/22  Richard  Hildebrand 

02/14 Richard League 02/23 Robert Gowder 

02/18 Bruce  Peterson 02/25 Violet Herzer 

02/18 Cheyenne Freitag    

02/06 Bill & Eleanor Grubbs 02/14 Jim & Jane Langford 

02/10 Ron & Sally Kart 02/21 Robert & Demi Lacouture 

02/12 Don & Dorothy Kingsnorth   

 

FEB 10th  

Wednesday  

7:00 p.m.  

Living Truth 2 

Elroy and Tammie Kosters 

Spreading God's Love Through Music 

IN CONCERT AT ASBURY 

 

Living Truth 2 is primarily an acoustical group.  They 

travel with more than a dozen instruments ranging 

from antique to contemporary.  These instruments 

include: acoustic guitar, Appalachian dulcimers, bass 

guitar, bell chimes, djembe, mandolin-guitar, 

melodica, psaltery, recorders, soprano saxophone, 

and wooden flute. 

 

This talented duo challenges the listener with      

scripture, drama sketches, original compositions, old 

hymns and personal testimonies. 

 

You won't want to miss this excellent concert. 

 

A free will offering will be taken. 

 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

8:30 & 11:00 

amð Traditional 

Worship 

9:45 Contempo-

rary Worship 

9:45 am Sunday 

school for all 

ages 

9:45 amñSunday 

School for youth 

1 

5:00 pmñPraise 

Team 

7:00 pmñMissions 

Meeting 

2 

6:30 pmñ

RTC/Evangelisn/Pu

blicity 

3  

5:00pm - Praise 

Team 

6:00pmñFellowship 

Dinner 

6:30pm Asbury Bells 

7:00pmñYouth & 

Adult Classes 

7:00pmñChildrenõs 

Choir 

4 

9:00 amñExercise 

Class 

10:00 am -Brunch 

Bunch 

7:00pmñChancel 

Choir 

5 

 

Youth Quake 

6 

7 

Holy Communion 

6:25pm -Youth 

Hosting Super 

Bowl Party 

 

 

8 

10:00amñHope 

Circle 

5:00 pmñPraise 

Team 

7:00 pmñFinance 

Meeting 

9 

 

6:30 pmñTrustees 

 

10 

5pmñPraise Team 

6:00pmñFellowship 

Dinner 

6:30pm Asbury Bells 

7:00 pmñLiving Truth 

7:00pmñChildrenõs 

Choir 

11 

9:00 amñExercise 

Class 

10:00 am -Brunch 

Bunch 

7:00pmñChancel 

Choir 

12 13 

9:00 am 

Clothes Closet 

Mission 

10:00 amñ

Clay Co Foster 

Parents 

14 

 

 

5:00pmñYouth 

 

 

 

15 

5:00 pmñPraise 

Team 

 

 

16 

6:30 pmñRTC 

7:00pmñ

Adminstrative Coun-

cil 

17 

5:00pmñPraise Team 

6:00pmñFellowship 

Dinner 

6:30pm Asbury Bells 

7:00pmñYouth & 

Adult Classes 

7:00pmñChildrenõs 

Choir 

18 

9:00 amñExercise 

Class 

10:00 am -Brunch 

Bunch 

7:00pmñChancel 

Choir 

19 20 

8:00 UMM 

breakfast 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

5:00pmñYouth 

22 

5:00 pmñPraise 

Team 

 

 

23 

11:00amñXYZõs 

 

24 

5:00pmñPraise Team 

6:00pmñFellowship 

Dinner 

6:30pm Asbury Bells 

7:00pmñYouth & 

Adult Classes 

7:00pmñChildrenõs 

Choir 

25 

9:00 amñExercise 

Class 

10:00 am -Brunch 

Bunch 

7:00pmñChancel 

Choir 

26 27 

 

Blue & Gold  

Banquet 

 

 

28 

 

 

5:00pmñYouth 
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Weõre on the Web 

asburyunited.org 

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

OF ORANGE PARK 

16 College Drive 

Orange Park, FL 32065 

(904) 272-0110 Phone 

(904) 272-1003 Fax 

asburyunited@bellsouth.net  Email 

 

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Sunday Worship Services 

8:30 amñTraditional Worship 

9:45 amñContemporary Worship  

9:45 amñSunday School for all ages 

11:00 am - Traditional Worship 

11:00 amñYouth Sunday School 


