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T'was the night before Christmas

Did you know the season of Christmas starts December 25th and ends on The Epiphany of our Lord on
January 6? You know the song t6Te 12 days of Christm
my Celebration begins at 12:01 am Christmas morning.

Now my favorite time of Christmas is when | am leaving the Church after the candlelight service. It is so quiet and
peaceful. The snow muffles all the sounds and I can hear, | can feel the presence of Jesus and sense the silent powe
of God.

It make no difference to me when Jesus was born. Whether it was in September or June in the year one or three.
What we celebrate and remember is the gift from God in and through Jesus the Christ. The beginning of the story
of our salvation.

A group of us here at AUMC has been readifige Purpose of Christmdsy Rick Warren. Personally the book was

full of stories and sayings | have heard before. What the book did was to remind me that Christmas is the begin-
ning of Jesus human life, but more importantly it is the first act of salvation by God to all of God's good creation.
The old saying is true, without Christmas there can be no Easter and without Easter there wouldn't be a Christmas.

So not only do we thank God for Jesus, we thank God for his action in the continuing salvation of all creation.

Praying for a Blessed Christmas for us alll,

Rick

ANNUAL LOCAL CHURCH LEADERSHIP TRAIN
Saturday, January 23, 2010
Mandarin UMC
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Children Teens

Per-Schoofi Judy McNee & Joanne Ruther- : WOW6 Caf ®3 JirSead Moclbeky h
ford

Youthi Mike Greenlee
KfA2nd GraddiWendy Tennant

3rd and 4th gradeiSam & Jane Ward
5th & 6th GradeiEsther Lee

Adult Classes:

Hazel Ryan Room fi Adult Bible studies on various books of the Bible fi Jim Halley, Teacher

Return to Thee Room fi Discussion class focusing on the book of Hebrews. George Park, Teacher

0 Et €Jim & Debbie Hoffman, Elaine Halley. New Book fi: The Vel vet EIl viso by Robl

OPot po-WCrornité mporary c¢class, O0The Jes udi NatalidNTorves, Teadhere wd b

EMAIL ADDRESSES

We need your email addresses. We will only use them for church
business. Please send them to: asburyunited@bellsouth.net. Or
write them in on the attendance pads on Sunday morning. Please
note that our email is also the best way to get information to the
church office.

5th Sunday Service and Gathering

Please mark your calendar for January 31,
2010

Sunday school begins at 9:30 AM
Worship begins at 10:30 AM

Join in for potluck lunch and fellowship in Farr
Hall immediately following Church
service. We sure do hope you stay.

There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for
the potluck

Please note, there will be one service this
day.

XYZ6S NEWS

On January 19th, the
luck luncheon in Farr Hall.

The O6Dulcil merdsd wil
bring a dish at 11:00 am and join us!! The

entertainment will begin at 11:15.
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WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS WILL RESUME JANUARY 13 AT 6:00 PM

Menu for January is as follows:

January 13 January 20 January 27
Chicken Gumbo Spaghetti w/meat sauce 5-hour Beef Stew
Chicken Noodle Soup Bread Peas
Vegetable Beef Soup Salad Salad
Ham Salad-Sandwich Pudding Dinner rolls
Egg Salad-Sandwich Cake
Salad
Cookies
THANKYOU FROMTY

Dear Friends of AUMC:

It has been my pleasure to ba part of worship and music making with you over the past
three years. God has a "sense of humor" because when Barbara and | arrived on the scene |
had placed directing and music making on the "back burner” in my lifevolunteered in the
Chancel choir, not knowing God had other ideaQuite honestly with the demands of teach-
ing autistic children, this has been a bright spot ieach week. | have been surrounded by
many supportive individuals who have made it all possible in the midst of an already busy
schedule.] t hank you all for the support and en
musically. The cards, the calls, the giftend the generous "love gift" will be an egoing re-
minder of the names and face®f Asbury UMCThe musical tribute which theChancel Choir,
Asbury Bells, soloist and instrumentalist presented on Sunday evening December 20th was
breathtaking. Some of my favorites in choral &ells music with solosand Christmas car-
ols sung by the congregation accompanied lmyrgan and piano music will bédond memories
of this Advent season and a vergpecialevening. | leave you with joy and anticipation &

new chapter of lifewe are transitioning into inCentral Florida.

Musically In His Name We Sing, Ring & Serve,
"Ty" Riddle
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Asbury Dinner Club
"Winter Fest
Saturday, January 9, 2010
6:00 P.M. in Farr Hall

Please come in out of the cold and bring
your favorite winter dish such as a

casserole, salad, vegetable, or dessert.

Meat and drinks will be supplied

Hostesses are: ,
Suzanne ArtmarKraft (236_6404) Hilary Wilsoffijoined 12/06/09 on Profession of Faith.

. i Jesse, Britany and Cassandra were baptized. Welcome to

Charlotte Marion (70#1848)

Should Old Acquaintance be Forgot...

Greetings and Happy New Year! As I'm writing this newsletter article, it's still the middle of
December 2009. Christmas hasn't even happened yet. You won't get to read it, however, until
2010. It's like I'm sending a message forward in time. Perhaps you could tell me what the future is
like. Do you have flying cars yet?

Anyway, enough of my chronological musings. | hope you've all had a wonderful
Christmas and New Year. I'm sure | did, but as | stated earlier | can't really tell for sure yet. The
youth have had a busy December. On the 17 th we went to go see Family Force Five, a Christian
band that the kids and I both happen to be fond of. We also sold holiday soaps in the weeks
leading up to Christmas. The soaps were a huge success and I'd like to thank everyone who
bought some. We'll definitely have to make more next year. In addition, you may have noticed
that we have a brand new Coke machine in Farr Hall. Proceeds from the Coke machine will be
going towards the youth program here at Asbury, so don't be shy and drink up! I'd like to give a
big thank you to Keith Miller for making the Coke machine possible.

For the months of January and February the youth will be attending Youthquake Live on
the 8t and the 5 t respectively. In addition I'm working on organizing a trip to Epworth for the
youth in coordination with Community United Methodist Church in DeBary, Fl which happens to
be our old youth director, Daniel Robison's church. Stay tuned for more details on that. In the
meantime, you can check out the church website at www.asburyunited.org for any additional
information about where the youth are going and where they've been.

I hope everything is well with each of you and that you have a blessed 2010.

Gen 1:14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years.

-Mike Greenlee
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Asbury Friends,

As you likely know by now, | was invited back into service as Finance Committee Chair.
Accepting the challenge (I guess have to at least finish my first term), I look to con-
tinue our work growing Asbury Ministry.

| cannot, however, sit at the Finance table without expressing my appreciation to

Janice Martin who served not just well, but fantastically. She stepped up and clearly

demonstrated she was the right choice. My hats off to her for her legacy. In that

light, I note that we should all be very pleased that we continue to pay 100% of our

Apportionments. In fact, 2009 is the year we were able to pay a bit over 100% -- which
is a great way to affect UMC ministry and segue into 2010. Thanks to God's inspiration

in you to give so that we could do this.

Included this month is our 2010 Expenditure Plan, approved by the Administrative Board
last month. | call attention to the amount required per week to sustain our Church's
operation through your continued support and gifts. Should you have any questions
about any part of our finances, you have but to ask.

Yours In Christ,
Karl Voigt
Finance Chair

The 2010 Expenditure plan has been enclosed as an insert for your information.

ReThink ChurchWhat if church was a verb?

The Asbury ReThink Church (RTC) committee is a small group of people dedicated to maintain the movement of
our congregation so that it constantly looks outward for new ways to serve Jesus Christ, while spreading the
work to the people in our community so that all may find him.

Think of this as a continuation of Celebrate Jesus, but without the missionaries and no schedules to meet. The
goal of TEC is for each of us to become disciples in work and action in way that change our life, our church, and
the lives of all we touch.

For several Sunday, the messages have been laying the theological foundation for this transformation, while the
RTC committee members have been enrolled in an onlin
working on a plan to involve every other group within the congregation in this effort, and it will eventually en-
compass us all as we learn to ReThink Church.

You can learn more about ReThink church www.rethinkchurch.org or by contacting an RTC committee member.

(Members are: Jill Wills, Natalie Torres, Donna Wagoner, Esther Lee, Elaine Halley and Chelle Mahaney)




WEMBER BIRTHDAYg

01/02 Wesley Peeples 01/15 Nick Clark
01/02 Nicole Clark 01/15 Charles Spencer
01/05 Elaine Halley 01/19 Richard Fellows
01/06 Rita Wilson 01/19 Marcia Stillwell
01/07 Bob Storey 01/21 Keith Eberlein
01/09 Mildred Rowe 01/23 Billie Jean Peeples
01/09 Stillwell Courtland 01/23 Rhonda Hiser
01/11 Alan Curtis, Sr 01/24 Sally Kart
01/12 Susan Jones 01/24 Heather Twedt
01/12 Danielle Voigt 01/25 Judy Wilson
01/14 Alice Alwran 01/28 Bob Lacouture
01/14 Alana Clark 01/29 Linda Curtis

ANNIVERSARIEg

01/21 Donna & Morris Chesser

TAPESTRY llI

OMaturing Spirituallybod

Seminar on Aging

Keynote Speaker: Jane Marie Thibault
Life Enrichment Center
4991 Picciola Rd
Fruitland Park, FL 34731
February 2628, 2010

Copy of brochure and registration form is on table in Narthex. Sponsored by the United Methodist Conference
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
8:30 & 11:00 9:45 am Sunday 1 2
amd Tradltlonal school for all ages New Yeards Day
Worship ~
9:45 amfi Sunday Office Closed
9:45 Contempo- | School for youth ice Llose
rary Worship
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
6:00fi Praise Team 6:30pm Asbury 9:00 amiiExercise | Hands & Feet 9:00 am
Holy Communion| 6:30 ama PPR Com- Bells Class Yout.h Group at- Cl.othes Close
) o tending Youth Mission
~ mittee 7:00pmfi Youth 10:00 am -Brunch
5:00pmfiYouth : Quake . ~
~ Bible Study Bunch 6:00pmn
6:30pmfiTrustees Asbury Dinner
7:00pmAC h i | d] 7:@0pnii€hancel Club y
Choir Choir
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:00amfiHope 7:00pmA 6:00pmA 9:00 amfiExercise 8:00 UMM
Circle Adminstrative Coun-| Fellowship Dinner | Class breakfast
. cil
. o 7:00pmfiFinance 6:30pm Asbury 10:00 am -Brunch 2:00pmA
5:00pm#i Youth Meeting Bells Bunch Kairos Out-
7:00pmf Youth 7:00pmfi Chancel side
Bible Study Choir
7:00pmAChi | dr ends
Choir
17 18 19 6 21 22 23
Office closediMLK |11:00amfiX Y Z & ¢ 6:00pmii 9:00 amii Exercise
Holiday 6:30pmfiReThink Fellowship Dinner | Class District Wide
Church 6:30pm Asbury 10:00 am -Brunch Training Man-
Bells Bunch darin UMC
7:00pmfi Youth 7:00pmfiChancel
5:00pmfiYouth Bible Study Choir
7:00pmAChi | dr ends
Choir
24 25 26 6 28 29 30
6:00pmf 9:00 amii Exercise

5:00pmfiYouth

Fellowship Dinner

6:30pm Asbury
Bells

7:00pmA Youth
Bible Study

7:00pmAChi | d
Choir

Class

10:00 am -Brunch
Bunch

7:00pmfi Chancel
Choir

renods

31
5:00pmfiYouth
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Orange Park, FL 32065
(904) 2720110 Phone
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asburyunited@bellsouth.net Email

Wedre on the Web

asburyunited.org

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 amii Traditional Worship
9:45 amil Contemporary Worship
9:45 amiiSunday School for all ages
11:00 am - Traditional Worship
11:00 amii Youth Sunday School




